
Editorial

QUO VADIS (WHITHER GOEST THOU) ?

I see justice weeping silently and furtively
at the hopeless vices of power misused.

I  see youths with maddening zeal
dashing their heads against the rock wall in deep agony

but in vain.
My voice is  chocked today, no music in my f lute,

prison of black moonless night has
vanquished my world in  the depth of  nightmare.

These  a re  the  l ines  t aken  f rom a  poem –  Prashna  (Ques t ion )  -  by
Rabindranath Tagore.  This poem had a direct  bearing upon India’s freedom
st ruggle  in  1930s  tha t  wi tnessed  loss  o f  count less  young  men who had
scintillation in their eyes. It  was published in a collection named Parishesh
( the End) in the year 1932 and around the same time Mahatma Gandhi was
fighting against the cruel social,  economic and cultural ostracism of a large
section of  society,  the untouchables.

In 1950,  the wri ters  of  the Const i tut ion of  Independent  India adopted a
po l icy  of  rese rv ing  pos i t ions  in  the  cen t ra l  and  s ta te  government  funded
ins t i tu t ions  for  the  marginal ized communi t ies  recognized as  the  scheduled
castes and scheduled tribes .  The idea was to pull  them into the mainstream
within a defini t ive t ime period.  Since then,  the reservation quota at  22.5%
has been renewed every ten years. In 1980, the Mandal Commission identified
3,743 castes and sub-castes principally in artisan-peasant communities as the
other  backward  c lasses .  In  1990 ,  based  on  Mandal  Commiss ion  repor t ,  a
further 27% of government jobs were reserved for the other backward classes.

The government has now come up with twofold agenda. On the one hand,
i t  wants  to  extend the  or iginal  22.5% reservat ion quota  for  the  scheduled
castes and scheduled tribes to the private sector. On the other hand, it wants
to introduce 27% reservation quota for the other backward classes on top of
the present 22.5% reservation quota for the scheduled castes  and scheduled
tr ibes  in  cent ra l ly  regula ted  h igher  cent res  of  s tudy and federa l ly  funded
univers i t i es .  The  government  has  recen t ly  announced  tha t  the  add i t iona l
27% reservation quota shall be implemented from June 2007. To this effect,
the  104th Const i tu t ion Amendment  Bi l l  wi l l  poss ibly  be  int roduced in  the
Monsoon Session of the current year. It is being expected that such expansion
of the scope of the Indian Consti tut ion to backward communities combined
with promised economic growth of India shall  result  in a greater benefit  to
India as  a  nat ion.
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educa ted  skep t ic i sm and  ph i losophica l
tolerance.  Sadly enough there is  very l i t t le
construct ive process  towards social  debate .
Sad ly  enough  there  i s  no  sc ien t i f i c  and
hones t  a t t empt  to  improve  na t ion’s  hea l th
and education – the most effective tools of
ground  leve le r .  Sad ly  enough  there  i s
general ly no operat ive recognit ion of  other
s ign i f ican t  soc ia l  separa tors ,  namely
economy and gender,  in the policies.

I t  i s  a l so  worr i some tha t  the
indus t r ia l i s t s  and  managers  o f  p r iva te
sec tors ,  who are  sugges t ing  qui te  s t rongly
against the notion of reservation, historically
p layed  on ly  d i smal  ro le  in  up l i f t ing  the
backward classes  in  Independent  India .  On
the  con t ra ry ,  they  have  been  mi lk ing  the
na t iona l  resource  wanton ly .  In  l as t  s ix ty
years ,  we have  no example  tha t  may even
nomina l ly  match  the  Ford  Foundat ion ,  the
Rockefeller Foundation, the Wellcome Trust
and s imilar  ins t i tu t ions  abroad.

I t  is  a lways debatable  whether  a  social
po l icy  a lone  can  ban ish  a  p re jud ice .  I t  i s
however  ra re ly  deba ted  tha t  the  a im of  a
healthy prosperous state is  to give chances
to every individual to become a good citizen
so that she or he can take up the necessary
recourse  to  f igh t  p re jud ices  tha t  shun  the
growth and development  of  the  community
and thereby help the nation in attaining her
best potentials. We can only pray that good
and ethical  practices at  al l  levels of social
po l i ty  wi l l  soon  a l low Ind ia  to  become a
st rong and happy nat ion.

The  na t ion  has  however  wi tnessed  a
countrywide fervent uproar against  the new
reservat ion issue.  A sect ion of  the  present
genera t ion  youth  has  demanded  tha t  the
government  should  under take  a  rev iew on
the  fa l l  ou t  o f  rese rva t ion  in  d i f fe ren t
sec t ions  of  l i fe  and walk  af te r  f i f ty  years
of  i t s  implementa t ion  before  any  new
reserva t ion  quota  po l icy  i s  in t roduced .
Severa l  ind iv idua ls  o f  h igh  s tand ing  and
ins t i tu t ions  inc lud ing  the  Nat iona l  Human
Right  Commiss ion  have  seconded  th i s
demand. Most political parties however have
suppor ted  the  p roposed  Cons t i tu t iona l
Amendment  wi th  an  idea  tha t  th i s  sha l l
p romote  the  up l i f t ing  of  the  backward
classes. Nevertheless, in view of the growing
unrest, the central government is considering
a  so lu t ion  to  p ro tec t  the  in te res t s  o f  a l l
sect ions of  s tudents ,  and that  is  to  expand
grea t ly  the  number  o f  sea t s  in  a l l  major
ins t i tu tes  so  tha t  a  ba lance  i s  main ta ined .
However, questions remain: Will it result in
nation’s overall growth keeping healthy intra-
and  in te r -c lasses  in tegra t ion ?  Or ,  wi l l  i t
r esu l t  i t  was t ing  of  whatever  p resen t -day
integrity we have at the constitutional level ?
We actually need a scientific outlook to and
bona fide implementation of policies that will
ensure holistic growth and development, not
has ty ,  shor t - t e rm,  a rb i t ra ry  a t t empts .

There  l i es  the  worry .  Sad ly  enough
there  i s  ve ry  l i t t l e  to le ran t  v iew to  the
opin ion  of  d i ssen t .  Sad ly  enough  there  i s
very l i t t le conscious and serious attempt to
employ  f ree  mind  wi th  ho l i s t i c  in tend ,


